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The fact seems that the overpowering pulls of sensuality prevented
Akbar from asserting himself with definiteness. According to
Laurence Binyon, he had at this time nearly five thousand women
in his harem.*
On reaching Agra, he found that the Vakil Munim Khan, had
virtually abdicated his powers in favour of Maham Anaga, and
that administration was in a shambles. So were the finances.
Absence of a centre of authority bred revolt and lawlessness. Parti-
sanship ran riot. All key posts were filled by mediocrities willing
to toe the Maham line. Reports also came from Malwa that
Adham Khan had assumed the role of an unprincipled autocrat,
and that he was trampling underfoot not only the traditional
canons of justice but the principles of moral decency as well. Akbar
could ignore these ominous signals only at his own peril
One evening, apparently disturbed at the news of a rebellion in
the vicinity of Agra, Akbar repaired to his favourite retreat in a
forest, and began looking inwards to find a solution to the dissatis-
faction gathering around him. His return after thirty-six hours
marked the beginning of the end of what Badaouni calls the "unruly
reign of the unprincipled, power-hungry, palace princesses." Akbar's
first act was to issue orders, without consulting either Maham or
Munim Khan, for the recall of Adham Khan. Pir Muhammad Khan,
a one-time tutor of Akbar, was appointed Governor in ;his place.
The woman's instinct forewarned Maham about the change in
Akbar's mood, and she wrote to the Emperor:
I have just learnt about Your Majesty's decision to recall Adham
Khan from Malwa. The presence of my son in Agra will indeed
be a solace to me, especially when the advancing years are im-
pinging upon my health. May God's blessings be always with you.
The great Mulla** should be able, under Your Majesty's guidance,
to manage successfully the afiairs of a turbulent part of our
rapidly growing empire. He is wise and experienced. The local
chieftains, I'feel confident, will give him their support. However,
I would like to have an opportunity to discuss with Your Majesty
*This fact is also casually mentioned by Abul Fail. Perhaps the number
represented the total population of seraglio, including servants, nautch-girls
and others assigned duties inside the zenana,
**Pir Muhammad Khan was invariably referred to by Mahani Anaga and
some others as the Mulla.